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Sennar, spoke Arabic and professed Islam, However it
may be doubted whether Arabic was more than a lingua
franca for the mixed population of Sennar and the sur-
rounding country, and it is evident that only the better-
class townsmen of Sennar were Muslimln in more than name.
These Fung rulers showed an admixture of Caucasian
and negro blood and there are two theories of their origin,
the first holding that they were of Arab (Beni Ommayya)
ancestry who came to Sennar by way of Abyssinia, which
is what the present-day descendants of the Fung like to
believe, and the second, deriving from a statement by
Bruce, but supported by other authorities, holding that
they were of Shilluk ancestry but that they mixed with
Arabs and adopted the externals of Arabic culture. Both
theories are highly speculative. Everyone is agreed that
the term * Fung ' is correctly applied to aristocracies at
Sennar and other local centres in Dar Fung but cannot
be used to refer to any particular racial type nor to any
distinctive language and culture.
the southern sudan
It is extremely difficult at the present time to make a
satisfactory classification of the cultures of the pagan
Sudan. When several peoples speak a common language
or related languages this common factor is used to define
them as a cultural group irrespective of cultural differences
which may otherwise exist between its members (as in
divisions (A), (B), and (D)). All the sub-divisions (marked
by numerals) in the list which follows are linguistic groups.
When this common factor is lacking it is necessary, in
defining the main ethnological divisions, to fall back upon
a consensus of physical and cultural traits, or even to
group together peoples merely because they live in the
same area (as in divisions (C), (E), and (F)).
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